The Corvallis High School

men’s basketball team clawed their
way to the top spot in the Oregon 5A
basketball championships in March.
They prevailed in a double-overtime
victory in the semi-finals against
Wilsonville and won the state 5A
championship over Benson of Portland
after a single overtime. Long-time Tuesday
Club “kids,” senior, Jordan Kirksey and,
junior, Nolan Hansen were consistent
contributors on the 27-1 Spartans. We
sat down with Jordan and Nolan to see
how they were handling this new celebrity
status.

SSYO: | know you have both worked
very hard to reach this goal of winning
the state championship. What are your
thoughts now that you have reached the
pinnacle of state high-school sports?

SouthSide Youth Outreach is, as are
most charitable non-profit
organizations, completely and totally
indebted to the generosity and heart of
their selfless volunteers. At SSYO, we
have been extremely blessed by many
volunteers who have been laboring for
years without much more than a “thanks”
and the satisfaction of making a difference
in some kids’ lives. These faithful people
find time to give of themselves beyond

Nolan: “It feels weird...like it's not really
over. It's arare thing and, now that we're
there, it's like | don’t know what to do.”

Jordan: Agreed. | was talking with a
couple of the other players and it wasn't
all that big of a deal

because we were

expected to be right

toward the top from the

beginning of the

season.

SSYO: You both were getting tall when
you were young; we called you the Twin
Towers at Tuesday Club. You both played
post, | think. How tall are you now?

Nolan: We're both about 6’ 7" now.
Jordan:Yep!

the normal challenges of life. As the
unknown author spoke, “Those who can,
do. Those who can do more, volunteer.”

Recently the SSYO staff reflected on the
impact these volunteers have on the
effectiveness of the organization. We
couldn’'t do much of anything we do to
help kids without the many volunteers

SSYO: What do you think made a
difference to you each being able to
achieve this championship?

Jordan: Paying attention to the little
things, as well as keeping on top of the
major things - putting in the extra effort.
Minimum effort won’'t produce
maximum success. This applies to your
walk of faith, too.

who regularly and generously contribute
their time and heart to this work,”
commented Steve Kimmell, co-founder
and Executive Director. When we
started, we were all volunteers.” “Our
volunteers are just amazing! They make
such a difference,” said Tena Kimmell,



Nolan: Yeah. One of the biggest things
for me is recognizing that this was a
team success. We weren't satisfied with
anything but giving our all on the court.
It's the same In my Christian faith. | need
to be attentive to the small things,
devoted and giving it maximum effort all
the time.

SSYO: You both attended Tuesday
Club for quite a long time. When did
you first come to Tuesday Club?

Jordan: Royal Rangers. | was eight
years old. Bill brought me.

Nolan: | think | was in the fifth grade
and | came with Bill, too.

SSYO: What made you keep coming to
Tuesday Club?

Nolan: Friends, at first. Then |
discovered who Jesus was and knew |
wanted to follow him. | made that
decision during the summer after my 6th
grade year.

Jordan: It was friends with me too.
Then, during middle school | was having
a pretty rough time in my life and |
discovered the strength a relationship

co-founder and Children’s Director.
People volunteer their time and skills in
many ways. “The most important thing
we do at SSYO is to show the kids we
love them and to be whatever they need,”
said Tena. Many of the volunteers work
directly with the kids from teaching at
Tuesday Club to tutoring at ACES to
mentoring one-on-one. Others bring their
gifts of time and talents to the office and
administration. Volunteers do the skilled
and voluminous accounting tasks.

with Christ brings. That was when | got
serious about the Lord.

SSYO: What did you like about
Tuesday Club?

Jordan: The simplicity. Everyone was
welcoming. There was structure, but it
wasn't rigid. Tuesday Club adapted to
the kids, spoke to where they were at.

Nolan: Nothing was forced at Tuesday
Club. They just loved you and gave you
the truth about Jesus. If anything was
going to happen, it was when you were
ready.

SSYO: What are some of your favorite
memories about Tuesday Club?

Jordan: Food! It was always good and
home-cooked. The people really worked

to make it good for the kids. | really
appreciated that.
Nolan: 1 liked the friendliness. It was

upbeat; it felt safe.

SSYO: What was something important
you learned at Tuesday Club?

Nolan: Fruit of the Spirit (love, joy,
peace...). They showed the way a
person should act.

Volunteers clean and maintain the
facilities. Volunteers help with the
newsletter. Volunteers cook lots of
yummy food five days a week.
Volunteers bring their crafts of graphic
design, web programming, carpentry,
engineering, organizational ability,
painting, vehicle maintenance, art and
much more throughout the year.

The organization Independent Sector
lists the value of volunteers on an hourly
...basis in the State of Oregon as $18.37
(Www.independentswector.org/volunteer_time).
It is impossible to put a dollar value on
the heart of a person who, takes the
initiative to contact SSYO, comes down
to the building, meets strangers (some
stranger than others: ), learns how things
are done, fills out paperwork, submits to

Jordan: There were good role models
there. They showed you how to behave,
how to treat and respect a girl and put
faith into actions as a Christian.

SSYO: What are your plans for the
future?

Jordan: Possibly college; possibly the
Marines...'c9get a masters degree in
either criminology or criminal justice. |
want to become a sheriff or a state
trooper, be on a SWAT team or
something like that.

Nolan: College to get a Masters in
Sports Science and study kinesiology.
I don’t know if I'll play sports in college,
but | want to be involved with sports in
some way.

a background check, shows up time
after time, and, often, goes home
exhausted, sometimes heartbroken.

But, we are a people who quantify, so,
we figured out how much these
volunteers contribute with their time.
When we got through collecting and
analyzing the data, SSYO volunteers
amassed more than 14,000 hours in the
last year. Using the Independent Sector
number of $18.37, the total monetary
value of our volunteers’ time comes to
more than $260,000! That is amazing!
SSYO volunteers rock!



I t is with great pleasure that we turn

the spotlight on someone who is not
at all drawn to it. Ed Volker has been
serving at Tuesday Club for nine years.
He raised his four boys as a single
parent in South Town and has a heart
to help kids get what they need to
overcome adversity. A series of
tragedies with kids his boys knew
nudged him into getting involved. “An
accident, an alcohol overdose and a
suicide involving young people my boys

An important part of “Directing” is
looking ahead and helping provide
vision for improving our effort. Many
organizations are set up with the
expectation to get bigger, and therefore
the motivation of the Director is to grow
the organization so the paycheck can
grow, as well. At SSYO we look at
things a bit differently.

We are a Christian, “faith-based”
organization. What does that mean?
To us it means, by faith, we have been
placed in South Corvallis to serve the
people body, soul and spirit. It means,
by faith, God will direct us as we seek

(ave the [)ate!

Questions, Ideas, Want to be a
Volunteer or Sponsor? Send email to:

SCCGOLF@LIVE.COM

knew all pretty much booted my fanny
out of my easy chair to get involved,” Ed
shared.

Ed is, indeed, involved. In addition to
teaching the third-grade boys with his
assistant, Traver Danielson, Ed is
responsible for maintaining the SSYO
fleet of busses and vans. He is the one
who looks over maintenance and
preparation for Tuesdays, the ACES
after-school program use and any trip
involved with SouthSide. He also calls
himself the general “go-fer.”

“I really enjoy taking care of the fleet as
well as herding those third-grade boys.
We have a great time. | love to see the
kids progress over time; some of them
come here with real needs and to see
them overcome is all the reward | need.

to hear from Him and work to live by the
tenets of the Bible. It means, by faith,
we undertake what we sense we are led
to do, big or small. It means, by faith,
God will provide strength, wisdom,
support, and all we need to accomplish
what He directs, whether big or small.
It means, by faith, we attend to one
person at a time as that one person is
valuable to his or her Creator. This
thinking and philosophy permeates each
day at SSYO.

So, we are working to establish a one-
on-one Mentoring focus which, we
believe, will be the necessary effort to
see some of these kids succeed. We
serve a number of children who
desperately need stable, mature adults
in their lives. Many of these kids are
yearning for someone to consistently
care for them, to encourage them, to
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| can’t see myself anywhere else. But
| can see myself here, forever. | was in
construction for a long time and | enjoyed
seeing the progress on a building project.
Working with these kids is like that; it's
a kind of building. The progress is slower,
but it eventually shows.”

listen to their fears, struggles, and hopes,
and to guide them toward a healthy
future.

We are praying for people to step up and
give of themselves and their resources
and serve kids who are captive to their
situations. We covet your praying along
side us to see these kids overcome and
thrive.
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SEPT. 17, 2011 < DIAMOND WOODS GOLF COURSE

The generosity of the players and sponsors made last year’'s
tournament a success. We'd love to see you or promote your business

at this fundraiser for SouthSide Youth Outreach of Corvallis
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outhSide [Jonation Drive!

$2()/month can do so much

We are asking 100 people to donate $20/month

to help support SSYO’s Mission. This money directly helps the
children in this organization.

[] Please contact me with information on other ways that | can contribute to SouthSide Youth Outreach, Inc.
] YES! 1 would like to support SouthSide Youth Outreach Program (Please make check to: SouthSide Youth Outreach, Inc)

[J$20/month Os / month [Jother
PHONE:
EMAIL:

NAME:
ADDRESS:




